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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed 1 1/27/2007 has been entered. Claims 1 , 6, 1 1 , 17, 21 , 26- 
28 have been amended. Claims 1-4, 6-7, 9-11. 14-18, 20-23, and 26-30 are pending in 
this Application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6-7, 9-11, 14-18, 20-23, 26-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Goiffon et al. (US 6,453,312 B1), hereinafter "Goiffon". 

As per claim 1, Goiffon teaches a method for context-sensitive searching of 
fields of a data repository using multiple levels of term expansion, comprising: 

• "receiving, from a user, a query containing at least one condition for searching at 
least one field of the data repository, wherein the at least one condition includes 
at least one base search term" at Col. 14 lines 44-65 and Figs, 4-8 ; 

• "obtaining one or more parameters associated with the base search term, 
wherein the one or more parameters associated with the base search term 
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comprises a user-specified level of expansion" at Col. 14 lines 44-65 and Figs. 4- 
8; 

• "and further include at least one of a credential associated with the user, a role 
associated with the user, and a current state of a computing environment in 
which the query is to be executed" at Col. 23 lines 34-38 and Col. 25 line 60 to 
Col. 26 line 5; 

• "obtaining, based at least in part on the user-specified level of expansion and the 
at least one credential associated with the user, role associated with the user, or 
current state of a computing environment in which the query is to be executed, 
one or more expanded search terms" at Col. 15 lines 3-20, Col. 23 lines 34-38 
and Col. 25 line 60 to Col. 26 line 5; and 

• "prior to executing the query, modifying the query to contain one or more 
conditions based on the one or more expanded search temris" at Col. 17 lines 5- 
30. 

As per claim 2, Goiffon teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "the one or more 
parameters associated with the base search term comprise a name of the at least one 
field" at Figs. 4-8. 

As per claim 3, Goiffon teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "the one or more 
parameters associated with the base search term comprise a name of a table 
containing the at least one field" at Figs. 3-8. 
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As per claim 4, Goiffon teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein "different one or 
more expanded search terms are obtained for the at least one base search term 
depending on the name of the at least one field" at Figs. 3-8. 

As per claim 6, Goiffon teaches a method for searching fields of a data 
repository using multiple levels of term expansion, comprising: 

• "receiving, from a user, a query containing at least one condition for searching at 
least one field of the data repository, wherein the at least one condition includes 
at least one base search temri" at Col. 14 lines 44-65 and Figs. 4-8; 

• "providing an interface allowing a user to specify a level of expansion associated 
with the base search term" at Figs. 4-8; 

• "determining one or more parameters specifying at least one of a credential 
associated with the user, a role associated with the user, and a current state of a 
computing environment in which the query is to be executed" at Col. 23 lines 34- 
38 and Col. 25 line 60 to Col. 26 line 5; 

• "obtaining the level of expansion associated with the base search term" at Col. 
16 lines 47-50 and Figs. 4-8; 

• "obtaining, based on the base search term, the associated level of expansion, 
and the one ore more parameters, one or more expanded search terms" at Col. 
15 lines 3-22; and 
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• "prior to executing the query, modifying the query to contain one or more 
conditions including the one or more expanded search terms" at Col. 17 lines 5- 
30. 

As per claim 7, Goiffon teaches the method of claim 6, wherein "the base search 
term corresponds to an instance data value of the at least one field" at Figs. 3-8. 

As per claim 9, Goiffon teaches the method of claim 6, wherein "obtaining one 
or more expanded search terms comprises selecting a set of expanded search terms 
from a plurality of sets of expanded search terms, each set corresponding to a different 
level of expansion" at Col. 17 lines 5-30 and Figs. 3-8. 

As per claim 10, Goiffon teaches the method of claim 9, wherein "the number of 
expanded search terms in each set is dependent on the corresponding level of 
expansion" at Col. 17 lines 5-30 and Figs. 3-8. 

As per claim 11, Goiffon teaches a method for context-sensitive searching of 
fields of a data repository, comprising: 

• "receiving, from a user, a query containing at least one condition for searching at 
least one field of the data repository, wherein the at least one condition includes 
at least one base search term" Col. 14 lines 44-65 and Figs. 4-8; 
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• "determining one or more parameters specifying at least one of a credential 
associated with the user, a role associated with the user, and a current state of a 
computing environment in which the query is to be executed" at Col. 23 lines 34- 
38 and Col. 25 line 60 to Col. 26 line 5; 

• "obtaining, based on the one or more parameters associated with the base 
search term, one or more expanded search terms" at Col. 14 lines 44-65 and 
Figs. 4-8; 

• "prior to executing the query, modifying the query to contain one or more 
conditions based on the one or more expanded search terms" at Col. 17 lines 5- 
30; 

• "wherein the one or more parameters associated with the base search term 
further comprises at least a name of the at least one field and different one or 
more expanded search term are obtained for the at least one base search term 
depending on the name of the at least one field" at Col. 14 lines 44-65 and Figs. 
3-8. 

As per claim 14, Goiffon teaches the method of claim 1 1 , wherein "the one or 
more parameters associated with the base search term comprise a name of a table 
containing the at least one field" at Figs. 3-8. 
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As per claim 15, Goiffon teaches the method of claim 11, wherein "the one or 
more parameters associated with the base search term comprise a level of expansion" 
at Col. 14 lines 44-65 and Figs. 4-8 

As per claim 16, Goiffon teaches the method of claim 15, wherein "the level of 
expansion is dependent on one or more other ones of the one or more parameters" at 
Col. 14 lines 44-65 and Figs. 4-8. 

As per claim 17, Goiffon teaches a computer-readable storage medium 
containing a program for searching fields of a data repository using multiple levels of 
term expansion which, when executed, performs operations comprising: 

• "providing a first interface allowing a user to build a query containing at least one 
condition for searching at least one field of the data repository, wherein the at 
least one condition includes at least one base search term" at Col. 14 lines 44-65 
and Fig. 4; 

• "providing a second interface allowing the user to specify expanded search terms 
to be associated with the at least one base search term" at Figs. 5-8; 

• "prior to executing the query, modifying the query to contain one or more 
conditions including the one or more specified expanded search terms" at Col. 17 
lines 5-30; 

• "wherein the second interface allows a user to specify different set of expanded 
search tenns associated with different levels of expansion" at Figs. 5-8; 
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• "wherein the different levels of expansion are determined based on at least one 
of a credential associated with the user, a role associated with the user, and a 
current state of a computing environment in which the query is to be executed" at 
Col. 23 lines 34-38 and Col. 25 line 60 to Col. 26 line 5. 

As per claim 18, Goiffon teaches the computer-readable storage medium of 
claim 17, wherein "the second interface is accessible from the first interface" at Figs. 4- 
8. 

As per claim 20, Goiffon teaches the computer-readable storage medium of 
claim 17, wherein "the different levels of expansion are determined, at least in part, 
based on one or more credentials of the user" at Col. 10 lines 25-35. 

As per claim 21, Goiffon teaches a data processing system, comprising: 

• "a processor" at Fig. 1 ; 

• "a collection of data" at Col. 5 lines 4-8; 

• "at least one expanded term repository" at Col. 7 lines 12-30; and 

• "an executable component configured to receive a query containing at least one 
condition for searching the collection of data" at Fig. 4, 

• "obtain, based on at least one base search term included in the at least one 
condition and at least one parameter indicative of at least one of a credential 
associated with the user, a role associated with the user, and a current state of a 
computing environrhent in which the query is to be executed, one or more 
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expanded search terms contained in the at least one expanded term repository" 
at Col. 14 lines 44-65, Col. 17 lines 5-30, Col. 23 lines 34-38, Col. 25 line 60 to 
Col. 26 line 5, and Figs. 4-8, and 

• "prior to executing the query, modify the query to contain one or more conditions 
based on the one or more expanded search terms" at Col. 17 lines 30-50; 

• "wherein the at least one expanded term repository comprises a single repository 
containing different sets of expanded search terms associated with the same 
base term" at Col. 7 lines 12-30. 

As per claim 22, Goiffon teaches the system of claim 20, wherein "the collection 
of data is a relational database" at Col. 7 lines 4-10. 

As per claim 23, Goiffon teaches the system of claim 21 , wherein "the collection 
of data is a text document" at Col. 7 lines 4-10. 

As per claim 26, Goiffon teaches the system of claim 21 , wherein "the at least 
one parameter is further indicative of a context of the query is indicative of a portion of 
the collection of data involved in the at least one condition" at Col. 14 lines 44-65 and 
Figs. 4-8. 

As per claim 27, Goiffon teaches the system of claim 26, wherein "the at least 
one parameter is further indicative of a context of the query comprises a name of a table 
containing the at least one field" at Col. 14 lines 44-65 and Figs. 3-8. 
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As per claim 28, Goiffon teaches a method of searching fields of a data 
repository using dynamic ternn expansion, comprising: 

• "obtaining a query containing at least one condition for searching at least one 
field of the data repository, wherein the at least one condition includes at least 
one base search term" Col. 14 lines 44-65 and Figs. 4-8; 

• "determining one or more parameters specifying at least one of a credential 
associated with the user, a role associated with the user, and a current state of a 
computing environment in which the query is to be executed" at Col. 23 lines 34- 
38 and Col. 25 line 60 to Col. 26 line 5; 

• "identifying, based on the base search term and the one or more parameters, a 
set of expanded terms associated with the base search term" at Col. 15 lines 3- 
20; 

• "generating a pointer to the identified set of expanded search temis" at Col. 7 
lines 39-55. Col. 8 lines 35-45 and Col. 10 lines 23-33; 

• "and prior to executing the query, modifying the query to contain one or more 
conditions based on one or more expanded search terms retrieved using the 
pointer" at Col. 1 5 lines 3-23. 

As per claim 29, Goiffon teaches the method of claim 28, further comprising 
"modifying the identified set of expanded search terms after generating the pointer" at 
Col. 10 lines 23-36. 
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As per claim 30, Goiffon teaches the method of claim 28, wherein "the pointer 
comprises a directory path to a database" at Col. 10 lines 23-25 and Fig. 1 . 

Response to Arguments 

4. In view of applicant's amendment, the 35 U.S.C 101 rejection to claims 21-23 
and 26-27 has been withdrawn. 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 11/27/207 regarding the 35 U.S.C 102 rejection have 
been fully considered but they are not persuasive. The examiner respectfully traverses 
applicant's arguments. 

Applicant argued that Goiffon does not disclose "obtaining, based at least in part 
on the user-specified level of (expansion and the at least one credential associated with 
the user, role associated with the user, or current state of a computing environment 
in whicli the query is to be executed, one or more search terms." On the contrary, 
Goiffon teaches at Col. 23 lines 34-38 that "varying degrees of expansion could be 
provided in response to the initial user request to view a selected Concept Element 
within the concept tree, as may be dictated by system performance requirements, 
and available processing and memory resources. " Goiffon therefore teaches that the 
expanded search term is obtained based at least in part on "current state of a 
computing environment". Furthermore, Goiffon teaches at Col. 25 line 60 to Col. 26 
line 5 that the expanded search temns are also determined, at least in part, based on 
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"user privilege levels", which corresponds to the claimed "credential" and "role 
associated with the user". 

In light of the foregoing arguments, the 35 U.S.C 102 rejection is hereby 
sustained. 

Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action Is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
41 16. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infonnatlon regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Khanh B. Pham 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2166 
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